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65th Infantry Regiment 

    Commemorating the 65th Infantry 
Regiment, U.S. Army, of Puerto Rico 

 

 

 

In commemoration of  Hispanic/ 

Latino Heritage Month 2014, 

Hartwick College is honored to 

participate in the national 

observance by continuing the 

recent recognition bestowed upon 

the 65th Infantry Regiment, U.S. 

Army, by H.R. 1726, authorizing 

the awarding of the Congressional 

Gold Medal to the 

Borinqueneers, “the Pride of Puerto Rico”, for distinguished military service, 

particularly during the Korean War.  The gallant soldiers, who earned 2,771 

Purple Hearts, have been honored with numerous recognitions over the 

years, but none more fitting than President Barack Obama signing H.R.   

1726 into law on June 10, 2014 as Public Law No. 113-120. 

 

Three months earlier,  seven student members of the Harriet Tubman 

Mentoring Project at Hartwick College, under the mentoring of Harry 

Bradshaw Matthews, Associate Dean and Director of the Office of 

Intercultural Affairs, released a 16-page publication, titled Stories Our 
Mothers Told Us: A Search for Roots, in which Janisha Tejada-Mills ‘15, 

shared the oral history  of her family’s connection to the Puerto Rican 

soldiers. Her grandfather, Andres Tejada was a member of the legendary 

regiment as revealed to Janisha by her mother and grandmother.  

 

Just as inspiring, Janisha’s research helped           

to retell the role of Puerto Rican soldiers with 

the famed 369th Infantry Regiment from New 

York during World War 1 that was comprised 

primarily of African American soldiers. Further, 

her research placed some focus upon the role 

of Puerto Ricans who helped train the legendary 

Tuskegee Airmen during World War II.  Thus it is appropriate that the 

Borinqueneers of the 65th Infantry Regiment be an additional focus of the 

United States Colored Troops Institute at Hartwick College, sharing the 

attention that is already shown to the 369th Infantry Regiment and the 

Tuskegee Airmen, 332 Fighter Group, who in March 29, 2007, were honored 

by President George W. Bush with the Congressional Gold Medal. 
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USCT Institute at Hartwick College 

American Society of Freedmen Descendants 
 

This is to certify that  
 

The Family of NYS Judge  

Lucindo Hilda Suarez  
 

is the first Gold Medal Recipient of the American     

Society of Freedmen  Descendants for researching         

its family to 1870 in Puerto Rico, and further to Pvt. 

Guillermo Bartolomey-Cordero of the 65th Infantry          

Regiment, U.S. Army, of the Korean War. Also         

known as the Borinqueneers, the pride of Puerto         

Rico,  the  regiment distinguished itself also during         

the World Wars. 

 

Awarded in the City of Oneonta, in the State of New 

York, in the United  States of America, this eleventh 

day of October, two thousand fourteen. 

 

Harry Bradshaw Matthews 
__________________________________ 

Harry Bradshaw Matthews, Associate Dean 

and President, USCT Institute & ASFD 
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USCTI Student Mini-Conference - Invited Participants 

Name    Locale  Representative 

Jenifer Benn   Hudson, NY Tubman Mentor  

Monica Benn   Hudson, NY USCT Institute Guest 

Scott Brady   Schenevus, NY USCT Institute Guest 

Elizabeth Brown-Vaughan Brooklyn, NY Tubman Mentor 

Stephanie Brunetta  Oneonta, NY USCT Institute Member 

Keisha Clarke   Jersey City, NJ USCT Institute Alumna 

Darlene Colόn   Lancaster, PA USCT Institute/Presenter  

Brianna C. Dominique  Brooklyn, NY Tubman Mentor 

Sean Doyley   Yonkers, NY USCT Institute Alumnus 

Randrea S. Dukes  Rochester, NY Tubman Mentor 

Tyla Dwarica   Brooklyn, NY Tubman Mentor/Presenter 

Darrell Howard   Yonkers, NY USCT Institute Alumnus 

Sonya Howard   Yonkers, NY USCT Institute Alumna 

Betty D. Hurdle   Lancaster, PA USCT Institute Member  

Moina Jerome   Brooklyn, NY Tubman Mentor 

Randolph Johnson  Oneonta, NY USCT Institute Member 

Safay Johnson   Bronx, NY Tubman Mentor/Presenter 

Harry Bradshaw Matthews Davenport, NY USCT Institute Presenter 

Brianna Mckenzie  Columbus, GA Tubman Mentor 

Justin Medina   New York, NY USCT Institute Alumnus 

Tajera Morgan   Albany, NY Tubman Mentor 

Meg Nowak   Oneonta, NY VP, Student Affairs 

Marilyn Pointer   Schoharie, NY USCT Institute Guest 

Edythe Ann Quinn  Oneonta, NY USCT Institute Presenter  

Tianna Rivas   Brooklyn, NY Tubman Mentor/Presenter 

Roxanne Suarez   Frederick, MD USCT Institute Presenter  

Janisha Tejada-Mills  Brooklyn, NY Tubman Mentor 

Dannie Toussaint  Coram, NY Tubman Mentor/ Presenter 

65th Infantry Regiment 

A memorable moment on Saturday, October 11, 2014, was the United 

States Colored Troops Institute for Local History and 

Family Research at Hartwick College awarding the 

USCTI’s American Society of Freedmen Descendants 

Gold Medal to the family of New York Supreme Court 

Justice Lucindo Hilda Suarez of the Bronx. The award  

was presented by Harry Bradshaw Matthews, Associate 

Dean at Hartwick College and Founding President of the           

USCTI. Accepting the award on behalf of the family was 

Dr. Roxanne Suarez of Frederick, MD, who along with her 

father, has been a member of the USCTI since 2002. The 

Gold   Medal honors the family’s documenting of  its roots 

back to 1870, as well as for preserving its family connection to Private 

Guillermo Bartolomey-Cordero of the 65th Infantry Regiment, known also 

as the Borinqueneers, who fought gallantly in the Korea War.  

 

In addition to the awarding of the ASFD Gold Medal, other events at the  

USCTI’s Student Mini-Conference were presenta-

tions, exhibits, and a screening of the documentary, 

The Borinqueneers. It was a complete  weekend of 

activities devoted to launching the inclusion of His-

panic/Latino and  Caribbean soldiers as a new focus 

of the USCTI.  Exhibited for the first time from the 

privately owned Matthews Collection were the char-

coal drawing of Puerto Rican heroine Marianna 

Bracetti and one of 16 rare copies of EL 65 EN 

REVISTA by Antonio E. Padron. 

 

The National Park Service identifies the USCTI as a research facility of 

the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom because the 

USCTI is supported by the privately owned Matthews Collection, which  

includes primary materials related to the abolitionist movement, Under-

ground Railroad, and Civil War. The USCTI was established as a national 

membership body in 1998 with a focus upon  the 200,000 black soldiers 

and their 7,000 white officers, but since its founding, the USCTI has    

expanded its focus to include black soldiers from the Revolutionary War 

and both World Wars. T he new focus upon Hispanic/Latino and Carib-

bean soldiers provides the opportunity for families of those soldiers to gain 

recognition from the USCTI. Beginning in February 2015, the USCTI will 

be providing certificates of recognition to families that can document the 

service of a relative with the 65th Infantry Regiment and/or with another 

regiment of focus at the USCTI. 
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Bartolomey – Suarez Genealogy  
 

 
 
  
 

TRACING THE LINEAGE OF ROXANNE & ROSLYN SUAREZ TO SAN GERMAN                

& MAYAGUEZ, PUERTO  RICO 

 

—      Father: Lucindo Hilda Suarez & Mother:  Hilda E. Suarez  

  

RELATIVE  PLACE  LEGACY               SOURCE 

Grandmother (Col) Mayaguez  Raquel Bartolomey Y Cordero (1931)      1940 Census           

Granduncle            Guillermo Bartolomey (1932)                               
Great-Grandmother    Maria T. Cordero Y Gonzalez (1914) 

Grandfather  (W) San German Lucindo Suarez Y Lamboy (1929-2011)   1940 Census 

Great-Grandmother  (W) San German Isabel Vargas De Lamboy (1890)                        

Great-Grandfather  (B/W) San German Lucindo Suarez Pagan (1902)             1940 Census 
G-Great-Grandmother  (B/W) San German Filomena Pagan Vda Ramirez (1872)        1930 Census 

G-Great-Grandfather (Mu) San German Juan Rosa Suarez Y Baez (1870)             1910 Census 

Note: Filomena’s daughter, Maria Suarez Pagan (1916) married Andres Alicea Lugo (1912)   

res: San German. Andres A. Lugo, Sr.  served in the military for three years in San 

Juan; he was discharged in July 1904. Joaquin Lugo served in the military for three 

years in  San Juan; he was discharged in December 1902.  Filomena’s birth year was 

also listed as 1870  (1910 Census). 
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Mayagüez was the birth place of Guillermo Bartolomey, the brother of 

Raquel, Roberto, and Israel, the children of Maria T. Cordero Y Gonzalez. 

In 1940, the family was residing in Carcel, Mayagüez Pueblo. Guillermo was 

then 8 years of age. Raquel was 9, Roberto was 7, and Israel was one year old. 

The mother was 26 years of  age. NOTE:  The Bartolomey family is 

recorded as the third family from the bottom on the above census sheet.  
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               Private Guillermo Bartolomey-Cordero 
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                         Certification of Military Service 
                          March 28, 1951—April  10,1953  
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Private Guillermo Bartolomey—Cordero as elder 

and the Wall of Honor, U.S. Pluralism Center 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USCTI Alumni Advisory Council 
Organizing Committee 
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Roxanne Suarez, DVM 
and 

NYS Judge  Lucindo Hilda Suarez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Suarez and Keisha Clarke with 
Harriet Tubman Mentors , USCTI 



65th Infantry Regiment 

  Page 9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Page 10 

65th Infantry Regiment 


