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Creative Challenges are pursued independently with faculty from the Art, Music, English and Theater departments (although sometimes with collaborations from other faculty). In the past, Honors students have composed short stories, screenplays, poems, children’s books, and novellas. Others have composed musical works, sung or played recitals, or performed plays. Many have created fine art portfolios of photographs, illustrations, paintings, ceramics, sculpture, or mixed media. 

Deadlines:  The Honors Program sets due dates for Creative Challenge proposals twice a year, usually in September and February.  Upon completion of the Challenge, the student must submit an abstract and the final approval form, signed by the faculty supervisor.  Creative challenges need not be completed in one semester although extending the work beyond two semesters requires one to submit a progress report and receive approval to extend from the co-Directors of the Honors Program.

Requirements:  The project is not credit bearing, and must be at a level of B+ or better to qualify as a successful challenge.  The steps to successfully completing a creative Honors Challenge are:

STEP 1:  Draft a proposal of your challenge (details on page 2) and find a faculty member willing to supervise your project.  Meet with the faculty member to discuss your proposal and finalize a proposal for submission.  

STEP 2:  Submit your proposal and proposal form (signed by your faculty supervisor) electronically to honors@harwick.edu or in person to Bev Vigna in Academic Affairs (Bresee 205).

STEP 3:  Once your proposal is approved (which might require revisions requested by the Honors Program Advisory Committee), set up a tentative schedule with your supervisor to complete the work.

STEP 4:  Once your supervisor agrees that your final work is of B+ level or higher, submit an abstract (details on page 3 of this document) and the final approval sheet signed by your supervisor electronically to honors@harwick.edu or in person to Bev Vigna in Academic Affairs (Bresee 205).  Your supervisor’s signature on this document indicates that they agree that your work is B+ or higher.




Proposal Form


Name	ID number	      Class year  	________
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Date  	

Phone	_ ___Email  	__


Faculty Supervisor (print name) ______________ 	________

Faculty Department  ______________ 	________

Division of faculty supervisor    ____ Arts & Humanities  (HON-102-H)
                                                    ____ Social & Behavioral Sciences (HON-102-S)
                                                    ____ Physical & Life Sciences  (HON-102-P)

  Faculty Supervisor Signature _________________________________  Date ______________________________

  Student Signature___________________________________________  Date ______________________________

  FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  

  Honors Co-chair responsible for verifying Challenge completion________________________________________   

Proposal

Please address the following on a separate sheet of paper:

a) Challenge/Problem:  What artistic challenge or problem will you address in this project? Please summarize briefly in language that non-experts can understand. This might include, in general terms, a preliminary artistic statement.
b) Methods: What methods will you use to develop your creative work? If doing a performance, discuss any other persons that might be involved (actors, musicians, technicians, etc.). If working in the fine arts, be sure to discuss the media that you will use.
c) Bibliography:  Include a bibliography of sources that you will use for this challenge. These can include any manuals or books that discuss the techniques that you will use. They can also include creative works (fiction, photography, music, photographs, paintings, films, etc.) that serve as models for what you want to do. You can also cite works on or by your favorite artists.  Please use full citations so that committee members could consult the sources if necessary.  The committee typically expects at least 5 academic sources.
d) Final Products:  
a. Creative Product:  What creative work will you ultimately produce as the result of your work on the challenge? This will vary according to what kind of creative project you pursue, but be specific. How long a story or screenplay? What length play?  How many songs in the recital? How many photographs? How many paintings and what size?
b. Written statement:  The Honors Program asks that students completing Creative Challenges submit a written statement about their work.  This statement should discuss the inspiration and development of the work, the creative process, and explain how the sources were integrated into the process or final work.  Typically (although this requirement may be relaxed in certain situations) the committee asks for 5 – 7 pages of written work.  Please discuss what you plan to include in your written statement.

Final Approval Form (to be submitted upon completion of the project)


Name	ID number	      Class year  	________
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Date  	

Phone	_ ___Email  	__


Faculty Supervisor (print name) ______________ 	________

Faculty Department  ______________ 	________

Division of faculty supervisor    ____ Arts & Humanities  (HON-102-H)
                                                    ____ Social & Behavioral Sciences (HON-102-S)
                                                    ____ Physical & Life Sciences  (HON-102-P)

  Student Signature___________________________________________  Date ______________________________
  

Faculty Supervisor Signature _________________________________  Date ______________________________

NOTE:  Faculty supervisor signature certifies that this challenge was completed at the B+ level or higher.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract

At the completion of your Creative Challenge, we ask you to submit a short abstract (less than 500 words).  This abstract should include the following: 

1) A brief discussion of the process and final product.

2) Projects often end differently than originally proposed. Please discuss how your process and/or final product differed from what you proposed.

3) Finally, please discuss what did you learned from your Challenge and how it contributed to your academic development.
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