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Research Challenges are pursued independently with a faculty member from any department in any division and are not connected to a particular course. In the past, Honors students have composed research papers (usually 8 -10 pages), run experiments, done field research, and many other types of projects. An internship or community based service learning project that does not earn credit may serve as a research challenge if the student composes an 8 – 10 page paper (that also meets expectations detailed below) about the internship experience. 
Deadlines:  The Honors Program sets due dates for Research Challenge proposals twice a year, usually in September and February.  Upon completion of the Challenge, the student must submit an abstract and the final approval form, signed by the faculty supervisor.  Research challenges need not be completed in one semester although extending the work beyond two semesters requires one to submit a progress report and receive approval to extend from the co-Directors of the Honors Program.

Requirements:  The project is not credit bearing, and must be at a level of B+ or better to qualify as a successful challenge.  The steps to successfully completing a creative Honors Challenge are:

STEP 1:  Draft a proposal of your challenge (details on page 2) and find a faculty member willing to supervise your project.  Meet with the faculty member to discuss your proposal and finalize a proposal for submission.  

STEP 2:  Submit your proposal and proposal form (signed by your faculty supervisor) electronically to honors@harwick.edu or in person to Bev Vigna in Academic Affairs (Bresee 205).

STEP 3:  Once your proposal is approved (which might require revisions requested by the Honors Program Advisory Committee), set up a tentative schedule with your supervisor to complete the work.

STEP 4:  Once your supervisor agrees that your final work is of B+ level or higher, submit an abstract (details on page 3 of this document) and the final approval sheet signed by your supervisor electronically to honors@harwick.edu or in person to Bev Vigna in Academic Affairs (Bresee 205).  Your supervisor’s signature on this document indicates that they agree that your work is B+ or higher.



Proposal Form


Name	ID number	      Class year  	________


2

2

Date  	

Phone	_ ___Email  	__


Faculty Supervisor (print name) ______________ 	________

Faculty Department  ______________ 	________

Division of faculty supervisor    ____ Arts & Humanities  (HON-102-H)
                                                    ____ Social & Behavioral Sciences (HON-102-S)
                                                    ____ Physical & Life Sciences  (HON-102-P)

  Faculty Supervisor Signature _________________________________  Date ______________________________

  Student Signature___________________________________________  Date ______________________________

  FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:  

  Honors Co-chair responsible for verifying Challenge completion________________________________________   

Proposal

Please address the following on a separate sheet of paper:

a) Problem/Research Question:  What problem or issue will you be investigating? Please summarize briefly in language that non-experts can understand. For research papers, please state your research question. For experiments and other scientific investigations, please state your hypothesis. 

b) Methods:  What methods will you use to investigate your question or hypothesis? Be sure to discuss how you will use your sources (if completing a research paper), laboratory techniques (if completing an experiment), or other relevant methodologies. Note: this can be a summary; you need not give every detail. Again, use language that someone who is not familiar with the subject matter can understand. 

c) Bibliography:  Include a bibliography of sources that you will use for this challenge. This may grow as the challenge unfolds, but include at least 5 scholarly sources – books, journal articles, etc.   Please use full citations so that committee member can consult sources if necessary.

d) Final Product:  What will you ultimately produce as the result of your work on the challenge? If a research paper, give the final length (we usually request 8-10 pages). If a laboratory experiment, or other project, discuss what will be in the final product (data, conclusions, etc.). If you plan to complete a project with multiple products, like a paper and a presentation, please specify each. 



Final Approval Form (to be submitted upon completion of the project)


Name	ID number	      Class year  	________
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Date  	

Phone	_ ___Email  	__


Faculty Supervisor (print name) ______________ 	________

Faculty Department  ______________ 	________

Division of faculty supervisor    ____ Arts & Humanities  (HON-102-H)
                                                 ____ Social & Behavioral Sciences (HON-102-S)
                                                 ____ Physical & Life Sciences  (HON-102-P)

Student Signature___________________________________________  Date ______________________________
  

Faculty Supervisor Signature _________________________________  Date ______________________________

NOTE:  Faculty supervisor signature certifies that this challenge was completed at the B+ level or higher.


Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the completion of your Research Challenge, we ask you to submit a short abstract (less than 500 words).  This abstract should include the following: 

1) A brief discussion of the process and final product.

2) Projects often end differently than originally proposed. Please discuss how your process and/or final product differed from what you proposed.

3) Finally, please discuss what did you learned from your Challenge and how it contributed to your academic development.
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