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Congratulations to every person who was nominated for an award 

tonight.   

You have changed the Hartwick experience for all of us because of your 

investment of your time and talent.   

Thank you for making this community better through the personal gifts 

you have shared. 

Anyone can find their way into a leadership role.   But simply winning 

the opportunity to lead does not make you a leader.  You are a leader not 

because you have a title or because you are infallible you.  Become a 

leader when you earn the respect of the people who are counting on you 

to make life better for them and for the people they care about. 

The President’s Leadership Award was created with the challenges of 

leadership in mind.  It is given to the graduating senior who, through 
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scholarship, leadership and service, most exemplifies our shared values 

and whose passionate leadership has led directly to positive change 

within the Hartwick community.  This leadership can be expressed in 

advocacy for an issue, idea or cause within the campus-based 

community, or as a representative of the college within the greater 

Oneonta community.  The winner demonstrates success through 

transformational leadership that educates and engages others, with a 

positive outcome that may take the form of greater awareness, greater 

engagement, greater philanthropy, or greater wellness within our 

community.    

Three students were nominated for the 2022 President’s Leadership 

Award.  They are -  

- Ankita Bal 

- Kendall Fioranti and 

- Julie Ginsberg 

These are three very talented individuals.  

- Each is intellectually gifted 
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- Each leads by example  

- Each has faced adversity with courage 

- Each owns the responsibility to create her future 

- Each positively impacts others through acts of compassion and the 

sharing of her knowledge 

- Each inspires confidence 

- Each of these women has earned the respect of others who are willing 

to step forward and tell her story 

I am very impressed with what each of nominee has accomplished.  

Congratulations Ankita, Kendall and Julie on your nomination for this 

award…. 

I also thank those who nominated these leaders – your confidence in 

them fuels their success.  

 While each of these nominees is deserving of our admiration, I have 

selected one nominee as the winner of the 2022 President’s Leadership 

Award.   

The winner of this award is Kendall Fioranti. 
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Some leaders are defined by the way they respond to and emerge from a trial 

that truly tests them.  The best leaders are shaped by these trials and emerge 

triumphant. Kendall came to Hartwick to pursue her passion for health care.  

She thought that the path to this dream would be a major in nursing.  When 

this pathway was closed to her, she clamored through the disappointment and 

found an alternate path to her dream through a major in public health.  By all 

accounts, Kendall made an impressive and complete pivot. 

Words used to describe Kendall by her nominators: 

- Insightful 

- Transformational  

- Inspiring resilience 

- Self-assured 

- Possesses a constant drive to do well and a positive spirit 

- Emotionally responsive to others.  

In addition, nominators wrote that: 

- She is asked  to provide private mental well-being classes fashioned 

after the class that she offers to all of our students  

- She is recognized for her clarity of purpose 
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- Other students, especially younger students, seek her counsel 

- One nominator offered: “Kendall educates, encourages and engages 

staff and students in ways that allow them to create their own healthy 

flightpath.” 

- One nominator sums up her accomplishment in this way: “Kendall 

has showcased more professional and personal growth than any 

student i have worked with in this internship program, and she 

continues to impress me every day” 

Finally one of her nominators offered this quote from Maya Angelou to 

describe Kendall’s journey, and I think that it describes her perfectly: 

“courage allows the successful woman to fail and learn powerful lessons from 

the failure - so that, in the end, she did not fail at all.” 

Kendall, I am delighted to present you with the 2022 Hartwick College 

President’s Leadership Award.  Congratulations. 


